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R 070940Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY LILONGWE 
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CONFIDENTIAL LILONGWE 0339 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PORG, OAU 

SUB J : OAU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING TRIPOLI, FEB 20-28 
REF: STATE 40592, TRIPOLI 339 

UNDERSEC PHIRI OF MINEXTAFF, DURING CONVERSATION OF 
OTHER MATTERS MARCH 6, COMMENTED THAT DESPITE THE 
"CONSENSUS" AT THE TRIPOLI MEETING THEREIS CONSIDERABLY 
MORE SENTIMENT IN FAVOR OF THE INTERNAL SETTLEMENT IN 
RHODESIA THAN HE HAD EXPECTED. HE ADDED THAT ALTHOUGH 
THE TIDE WAS NOT YET IN FAVOR OF THE MODERATE APPROACH, 

THE STRENGTH OF THE MODERATES WAS MORE IMPRESSIVE THAN 
EVER BEFORE. HE FURTHER FELT THAT THERE IS CONSIDERABLE 
DIRECT AND INDIRECT PRESSURE FROM AFRICAN MODERATES 
TO PERSUADE THE FRONT LINE STATES TO SOFTEN THEIR STAND 
AGAINST CATEGORICAL CONDEMNATION OF THE INTERNAL 
SETTLEMENT. 

STEVENSON 
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